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LATITUDE 28 and TheUpsideSpace 
presents 

भीड़तंत्र x लोकतंत्र 
Mobocracy x Democracy 
Curated by Priyanshi Saxena 
Opening on 27 January 2023 at LATITUDE 28 

The exhibition explores shades and forms in which ‘mobocracy’ exists and operates in democratic structures, fuelled by the advent of social media and the relentless churning of the 24-hour news cycle. Presenting artistic practices that examine this new reality, especially through digital mediums that have now assumed great power in shaping the force of mobocracy, this exhibition is an urgent call to think deeper about the erosion of our collective life as citizens.
 
As Yuval Noah Harai states, “States and nations are not an objective reality, it is a fictional story we have invented, and have become really attached to”’. Today, we are fighting to save this very fictional reality that has a different colour in each of our minds. The onslaught on employment and labour with the rise of machine technologies that are ever-perfecting, has led to vast groups of people feeling anxious, without aim and open to transformation into mobs.
 
Harari continues: “The big economic/ political question of the 21st century will be ‘what do we need so many humans for’?”; and mobocracy seems to be the answer to this quest. “As a historian, I know that you should never underestimate human stupidity, it's one of the most powerful forces that shape history.” These mobs, in carrying out actions on behalf of power, support the cycle of capital and oppression.
 
We are also attempting to explore the concept of भीड़तंत्र, or भीड़; and how it is effecting, and being affected by governance. And finally, exploring different kinds of mobs, from intellectual mobs to WhatsApp groups functioning as mobs both affecting, and being affected by majoritarian ideas while often not being fully aware of what they are performing. Mobocracy functions like the friction which keeps the wheel of power turning round and round. Breaking this wheel is necessary, and the works in this show are a step towards thinking of such possibilities.

· Priyanshi Saxena

Artist in the show:
★ Digital work presented as NFTs, and available on https://theupsidespace.com/
· Arushi Vats
· Harsimran Juneja
· Rahee Punyashloka
· Sarnath Banerjee
· Siddhesh Gautam
· UBIK
 
 
★ Physical works
· Aban Raza
· Gagan Singh
· Ketki Satpordarkar
· Khwaab Tanha Collective
· Thukral and Tagra
· Yogesh Ramakrishna



From the Director’s Desk

The show, ‘Mobocracy x Democracy’ explores the chimeric quality that democratic process has acquired within the current scenario in which social media has the power to affect governance and public opinion. There could be no better way to portray this modern-day phenomenon than to combine its artistic expression in both mediums - physical as well as digital. In this collaboration with the curator led, NFT platform, TheUpsideSpace, whose co-founder is Lisa Ray, we bring together artists who have embraced the digital and fine-art hybridity.

· Bhavna Kakar
Founder/Director, LATITUDE 28


ABOUT The Upside Space

TheUpsideSpace is a curator-led digital arts platform that spotlights artistic expressions from Southeast Asia, South Asia and the Middle East. Our mission is to build a thriving creative ecosystem of art enthusiasts, new audiences, existing collectors and artists from untapped geographies in one place. NFTs and blockchain are the tools of our vision: Curating Limitless Possibilities. TUS was created to be more than an NFT marketplace. TUS’s purpose comes to life as an online art lab, a creator studio, and an inclusive community for discovery and discourse that celebrates both uniqueness and diversity. We put creativity at the center, artists at the helm and an innovative tech- culture as the means to unleash value, cultural conversation and change. A new age of art and artistic expression are leading the way .

ABOUT LATITUDE 28

Since 2010, LATITUDE 28 has probed into new gallery practice, one that is lateral, disruptive and avant-garde. Discerning emerging artists making their mark in the Indian Subcontinent including Pakistan, Nepal and Sri Lanka and beyond such as Iran, LATITUDE 28’s artists respond to the critical conversations of our times or the annals of their surreal imaginations. LATITUDE 28 has stimulated artists, writers, critics, researchers and curators to experiment with medium, material, dialogue, perspective and practice while fostering collectors, art enthusiasts and takers of a new era. These maker-market relationships have grown through the gallery’s interactive incubation space, where ideas have been generated through curatorial projects within art history and socio-political contexts, site-specific artworks and artist talks. The gallery makes art accessible and inclusive with exhibitions located at the intersection of artists, art institutions, collectors and many different publics. With its critical writing on contemporary art through TAKE on Art Magazine, it has supported cutting-edge content, critical writing ensembles, workshops and awards for new writers. LATITUDE 28’s vision is shaped by its Founder/Director, Bhavna Kakar, who is also the founder and editor of TAKE on Art - South Asia’s leading contemporary art publication.

SOCIAL MEDIA HANDLES
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/GalleryLatitude28 
Instagram: @latitude_28 @bhavz15 @takeonart
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